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Monday
European laboratory animal science meeting organised by ScandLAS, Gesellschaft fur Versuchstierkunde and LASA. A limited number of review papers will be presented by invited speakers and members are invited to give papers or offer poster displays on the central theme of the laboratory rat. A provisional programme will be published in the autumn. All communications to the Secretary or Meetings Secretary.
Thursday-Friday, 10-11 May 1979 (Crown Hotel, Harrogate) Two day residential symposium 'Behaviour of laboratory animals' in conjunction with the Association for the Study of Anima] Behaviour. Spring meeting, Nottingham 1977 This residential meeting was attended by over 300 people including visitors from Denmark, France, Germany, The Netherlands, Sweden and Switzerland.
Buyers Guide
The 1st edition of our Buyers Guide has been published and was distributed with the April Laboratory Animals. Extra copies are available free from the Executive Editor to individuals or for display or distribution at laboratory animal science meetings. Entries for the next edition are already being received.
Infectious Diseases Study Group
A meeting on accreditation schemes was held on 2 March ]977. The LAC accreditation scheme was described by Mr G. H. Townsend, and its operation outlined by Dr C. M. Hetherington from the users point of view. Mr A. R. Smith of the Laboratory Animal Breeders' Association explained his organisation's concern over the MRC's intention to enforce charges for the LAC scheme, and went on to give an alternative scheme being proposed by LABA because of the MRC's actions.
Dr J. W. M. A. Mullink described the situation in Holland, interest being shown in the biochemical screening of mice.
It is hoped to arrange a meeting in the autumn on rabbit diseases. Please note, the convenor, Mr J. E. Cooper, is now at Huntingdon Research Centre, Alconbury, Huntingdon, PEl8 6ES.
Laboratory Techniques Study Group
The meeting held on 2 March 1977 was well attended. The topics provoked considerable discussion.
They included: tests for diagnosing herpes B virus and isolation of virus from sero-positive animals; uses of electron and fluorescent microscopy in diagnosis of viral gastroenteritis; antisera production; problems of isolation and identification of Pasteurella spp. from laboratory animals and the distribution of Hymenolipis nana in a hamster colony.
ScandLAS
The General Assembly was held in Copenhagen on 1 April 1977. Because of the joint meeting in Cambridge in June 1978 it was decided to arrange only a technical meeting that year. This will be held in Oslo in April 1978 and the programme wilI include education and technical demonstrations. The next General Assembly will be in Abo, Finland, in 1979 . The Governing Board for 1977 -1979 Anima] quarantine station, Heathrow Airport Heathrow Airport is an authorised port of entry under the rabies order. Airlines will hold animals for up to 4 hours after which they are transfered to the new quarantine station; daily charges are high. This is not subsidised and must pay its own way. It may be closed, effectively cancelling Heathrow as an entry port. Dr Bush, who is a lecturer in veterinary medicine at the Royal Veterinary College, has succeeded in writing a most readable and informative book and it would be a pity if its title were to limit its readership. The book is aimed at the veterinary surgeon especially concerned with the diagnosis of disease in the dog and cat, at the veterinary student and animal nursing auxiliary, but there is much to interest anyone working in a research environment in association with the dog and cat. The first 5 of the 15 chapters cover the setting up of a diagnostic laboratory at veterinary practice level with detailed descriptions of appropriate apparatus and its function. The remaining 10 chapters deal with the examination of blood, urine, faeces, material from cases of skin disease, bacteriological examinations, the examination of cerebrospinal fluid and of material aspirated from the chest, abdomen and joints. Techniques for obtaining the samples and the clinical significance of the results are clearly explained. 4 appendices include a well-selected bibliography, list of references, names and addresses of suppliers of equipment and test kits referred to in the text. The book is adequately iI\ustrated with line diagrams and photographs of apparatus. In the section on techniques there are good pictures 199 from which the ectoparasites and ova of important endoparasites of the dog and cat may be identified. Throughout the book the paragraphs are arranged predictably and effective use is made of heavy type for key words. The soft covers and size make this a handy book of reference. This is more than a collection of laboratory recipes since there is included on each subject considerable additional information on veterinary medicine. Whilst it can certainly be recommended to those for whom it is primarily intended it has a lot to offer to readers in other branches who are not already expert in animal laboratory diagnostic work.
J. M. Hime Tierlaboratorium 3. Ed M. Merkenschlager, 1976. Berlin: Free University. This handbook is a collection of lectures given during a teach-in at the Free University, Berlin, in 1975. Its 28 papers, ranging in length from 3 to 19 pages, are arranged under the following headings: isolator concept and technology (3 papers); the biological basis for the production of germfree animals (4 papers); production methods for germfree animals (4 papers); progress reports on handrearing techniques (10 papers); from germfree to SPF animals (4 papers); variability and morphological characteristics of SPF animals (4 papers).
In his introduction Professor Merkenschlager stresses the importance of the contributions dealing with the experience gained whilst handling various laboratory animals. The 10 papers in question deal with 11 species ranging from frogs to sheep and, for good measure, there is a paper on plant physiology. However, a wide range of topics is covered by all the chapters. Inevitably, the approach and presentation varies from author to author but each contribution gives a great deal of information, and all of them are clear and concise.
There are useful bibliographies in most cases and the illustrations, tables and graphs are well presented. Contrary to some German texts, this one is easy to understand and a pleasure to read. It would be nice to see its equivalent in English.
O. IIIman
Applied electronics for veterinary medicine and animal physiology. Ed W. R. Klemm. 1976 . ISBN 0-398-03477-X. Pp. xi +470. Springfield: Thomas. £31·00. This book is written by a group of authors each with specialist knowledge of their particular subject and with the declared aim of presenting an introduction
